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Mr. Darin J. Gordon, Deputy Commissioner

Bureau of TennCare

Tennessee Department of Finance and Administration
310 Great Circle Road

Nashville, Tennessee 37243

Dear Mr. Gordon:

Enclosed are two copies of the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), Office
of Inspector General (OIG), report entitled “Contracting Practices for Tennessee Home and
Community-Based Services for Mentally Retarded Persons” covering July 1, 2000,
through June 30, 2002. A copy of this report will be forwarded to the HHS action official
noted below for review and any action deemed necessary.

The HHS action official will make final determination as to actions taken on all matters
reported. We request that you respond to the HHS action official within 30 days from the
date of this letter. Your response should present any comments or additional information
that you believe may have a bearing on the final determination.

In accordance with the principles of the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. § 552, as
amended by Public Law 104-231), OIG reports issued to the Department’s grantees and
contractors are made available to members of the press and general public to the extent the
information is not subject to exemptions in the Act that the Department chooses to
exercise. (See 45 CFR part 5.)

If you have any questions or comments about this report, please do not hesitate to contact
me or Mary Ann Moreno at (904) 232-2687 extension 17 or through e-mail at
Mary.Moreno@oig.hhs.gov. To facilitate identification, please refer to report number A-
04-03-03025 in all correspondence.

Sincerely,

F it § B phrina

Peter J. Barbera
Regional Inspector General
for Audit Services, Region IV

Enclosures — as stated
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Direct Reply to HHS Action Official:

Roger Perez, Regional Administrator

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, Region IV
Department of Health and Human Services

61 Forsyth Street, S.W., Room 4T20

Atlanta, Georgia 30303-8909



Department of Health and Human Services

OFFICE OF
INSPECTOR GENERAL

CONTRACTING PRACTICES FOR
TENNESSEE HOME AND
COMMUNITY-BASED SERVICES
FOR MENTALLY RETARDED
PERSONS

ERVicgg
8 i/ Daniel R. Levinson
g / Inspector General
=
o, C OOCTOBER 2006
A-04-03-03025




Office of Inspector General
http:/ /oig.hhs.gov

The mission of the Office of Inspector General (O1G), as mandated by Public Law 95-452, as
amended, is to protect the integrity of the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)
programs, as well as the health and welfare of beneficiaries served by those programs. This
statutory mission is carried out through a nationwide network of audits, investigations, and
inspections conducted by the following operating components:

Office of Audit Services

The Office of Audit Services (OAS) provides all auditing services for HHS, either by conducting
audits with its own audit resources or by overseeing audit work done by others. Audits examine
the performance of HHS programs and/or its grantees and contractors in carrying out their
respective responsibilities and are intended to provide independent assessments of HHS programs
and operations. These assessments help reduce waste, abuse, and mismanagement and promote
economy and efficiency throughout HHS.

Office of Evaluation and Inspections

The Office of Evaluation and Inspections (OEI) conducts national evaluations to provide HHS,
Congress, and the public with timely, useful, and reliable information on significant issues.
Specifically, these evaluations focus on preventing fraud, waste, or abuse and promoting
economy, efficiency, and effectiveness in departmental programs. To promote impact, the
reports also present practical recommendations for improving program operations.

Office of Investigations

The Office of Investigations (OI) conducts criminal, civil, and administrative investigations of
allegations of wrongdoing in HHS programs or to HHS beneficiaries and of unjust enrichment
by providers. The investigative efforts of Ol lead to criminal convictions, administrative
sanctions, or civil monetary penalties.

Office of Counsel to the Inspector General

The Office of Counsel to the Inspector General (OCIG) provides general legal services to OIG,
rendering advice and opinions on HHS programs and operations and providing all legal support
in OIG’s internal operations. OCIG imposes program exclusions and civil monetary penalties on
health care providers and litigates those actions within HHS. OCIG also represents OIG in the
global settlement of cases arising under the Civil False Claims Act, develops and monitors
corporate integrity agreements, develops compliance program guidances, renders advisory
opinions on OIG sanctions to the health care community, and issues fraud alerts and other
industry guidance.
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